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Introduction of Distinguished Guest

Rtn. Markku Moisala

Principal and CEQO of Lahden yhteiskoulu, a private Finnish secondary -

upper
secondary school in Lahti, Finland. Working also as secretary general in

the association of Finnish independent schools.
Rotarian since 1997, RC Lahti, D1390 Finland
President 2006-07

MDYEO in Finnish Rotary Multidistrict Youth Exchange,
correspondent to Asian

Married to Tarja Moisala since 1988,

countries since 2001, secretary of Finnish Multidistrict Youth Exchange 2004-2008 and
D1390 YEC chairman 2006-07.

Daughter Lotta Moisala 16 yrs,

OB Rotary exchange student to New Zealand 2011-12,

Son Matti Moisala 14 yrs.
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Dear Fellow Rotarians

| was honored to take part in this conference and first of all | want to present my humble thanks to Rotary Youth
Exchange Multidistrict Taiwan for the invitation to this conference. My special gratitude belongs to Mr Joe Chang,
my colleague in Youth Exchange for several years now.

| have been working for Rotary Youth exchange for 15 years. First five years in my own club as a YEO and ten
years of this time I've had the privilege to develop and prosper the exchange between Finland and Asian
countries such as India, Japan, Thailand and Taiwan. During this time the exchanges with Taiwan have been
growing most. Starting with only one long term exchange we can now enjoy four to six completed exchanges
annually. Once we make success with one exchange it usually spawns new growth. This makes us feel that we've
doing the right thing. Every year in our outbound training | have new rebound students who share their own
experiences Iin their host countries. | have never had any problems In recruiting these students to pass their
knowledge to new outbounds. This assures me that our voluntary effort hasn't been in vain. The students have
learned the essential: they have immersed themselves in the new culture and studied the language of their host
country.

How many young people are involved? Every year our Finnish Rotary Multidistrict Youth Exchange sends 150
outbounds for long term exchange, we receive the equal amount of inbounds of course. In short term exchanges
we reach the number of 180-200 exchanges in both ways. We are a nation with only 5,2 million inhabitants, so
we can consider this a good resuilt.

The students and their parents rely on our programs, because the Rotary Youth Exchange has a very good
reputation in Finland. We can offer the families a uniform program throughout the world; this is assured by our
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rules and certification. When we add in the personal contacts between the Rotarians in different countries, we
end up with an exchange run by friends. There hardly is a better basis for co-operation than friendship.

When |, teacher, became a member of Rotary 15 years ago, it was obvious that | was called to be the YEO of my
Rotary club. Working with the youth, | had the wonderful opportunity to advertise Rotary youth exchange in my
school. Now |, principal, still visit classes every year to give information of our programs.

These years, | have been working with Youth Exchange have given also me a lot. Attending annual Rotary Youth
Exchange pre-conventions has brought me a whole set of new friends also from those countries I'm not o0
exchanging with. | have visited and hosted many of them. And now | find myself travelling to the beautiful island —
of Taiwan.

Finally | would like to present the warm greetings from cold north. The chairman of Finnish Rotary Multidistrict
Youth Exchange, Mr Heikki Arkela sends his best regards and wishes for prosperous continuation of our
co-operation.

| wish You all Rotarians of RYEMT a very fruitful conference. My sincere thanks for the opportunity to be with You.

Markku Moisala, MDYEO, Rotary Multidistrict Youth Exchange Finland
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